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 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
 RENTON, WASHINGTON 98055-4056 
 
 
  
In the matter of the petition of            
  
Boeing Commercial Airplane Group              
           

                  Regulatory Docket No. 27023 

for exemption from §§ 25.1415(c) and 121.339(c) of 
Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations  

 

  
 
 

 GRANT OF EXEMPTION 
 
By letters B-T111-97-0147, dated February 24, 1997, and B-T111-97-1453, dated August 21, 
1997, Mr. Norman I. Lee III, Manager, Certification, Certification Programs, B-T111, Boeing 
Commercial Airplane Group, P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington 98124-2207, petitioned for an 
exemption from the survival equipment attachment requirements of §§ 25.1415(c) and 
121.339(c) of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), for Model 757-300 airplanes 
equipped with slide/rafts.  
 
The petitioner requests relief from the following regulations:  
 

Section 25.1415(c), as amended by Amendment 25-29, requires that approved survival 
equipment must be attached to each liferaft. 
 
Section 121.339(c) requires that a survival kit, appropriately equipped for the route to be 
flown, must be attached to each required liferaft. 

 
Related sections of the regulations: 
 

14 CFR § 25.1411, and other paragraphs of §§ 25.1415 and 121.339, prescribe related 
requirements for ditching equipment. 

 
 
ANM-97-025-E 
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The petitioner's supportive information is as follows: 
 

“The 757-300 is a derivative of the 757-200.  It is Boeing's intent to maintain as much 
commonality as possible between the 757-200 and the 757-300.  The doors, door linings, 
slide bustles, slide/rafts, and survival kits installed on the 757-300 are identical to those 
installed on the 757-200.”  The only exception to this is the door 1 slide/raft, which has 
been redesigned to better accommodate adverse attitude conditions with the 757-300.  
Furthermore, common installations allow ditching and evacuation procedures to be 
identical for both 757 models. 
 
“A substantial redesign of the slide and slide bustle would be required to include all 
required survival equipment with the slide/raft (the existing survival kit dimensions are 
11"x7"x18").”  Redesigning the bustle to increase the volume for the slide pack would 
also have a significant impact on galleys, lavatories, and attendant seats installed adjacent 
to the exits.  In addition, the current door structure and emergency power assist systems 
for the door are not designed to handle the additional weight of the survival equipment 
(18 lbs).  Due to these design constraints, it was determined during the development 
program for the 757-200 slide/raft that including the survival equipment with the 
slide/raft was not feasible. 
 
“The magnitude of the changes required to incorporate the survival kits into the 
slide/rafts could make it economically unfeasible to offer slide/rafts on 757-300's for 
airlines certified by the FAA (the JAA allows remote stowage of survival kits).  For 
reasons identified above, Boeing has not proceeded with incorporating the survival 
equipment into the slide/raft pack for the 757.” 
 

A summary of the petition was published in the Federal Register on January 21, 1998 
(63 FR 3179).  No comments were received. 
 
The FAA's analysis/summary is as follows: 
 

Exemption No. 5613 was granted to Boeing Commercial Airplane Group, to affect model 
757-200 aircraft only.  Boeing’s current petition is, in effect, to expand that effectivity to 
include the model 757-300 aircraft.  Accordingly, Boeing’s petition as included above 
has been edited to remove material not relevant to an increase in effectivity.  The 
information included with the initial petition, as well as the FAA’s response, is 
considered relevant to both the initial exemption and this amendment.  The FAA concurs 
with Boeing that there are no pertinent differences between these two model aircraft 
which would preclude including the requested effectivity. 

 
In consideration of the foregoing, I find that a grant of exemption is in the public interest, and 
will not adversely affect safety.  Therefore, pursuant to the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. 
§§ 40113 and 44701, delegated to me by the Administrator (14 CFR § 11.53), the petition of the 
Boeing Commercial Airplane Group for exemption from the survival kit attachment 
requirements of 14 CFR §§ 25.1415(c) and 121.339(c) is granted, to include Model 757-300 
airplanes:  
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Other provisions of Exemption No. 5613 initially issued for the model 757-200, and now 
amended to include the model 757-300, together with its conditions and limitations, remain the 
same and are applicable to this exemption.  This amendment is part of, and shall remain attached 
to, Exemption No. 5613. 
 
 
Issued in Renton, Washington, on  August 5, 1998 
 
 
 
 
     /s/ John J. Hickey 
     John J. Hickey 
     Acting Manager, Transport Airplane Directorate, 
     Aircraft Certification Service, ANM-100 


